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#Niedchat tonight @8.30. 'NI schools are good at attaining exam results but poor at promoting thinking.'
Everyone welcome. (Please RT)

30-Nov-11 11:52 | NIedchat

RT @NIedchat: #Niedchat tonight @8.30. 'NI schools are good at attaining exam results but poor at promoting
thinking.' Everyone welcome. (Please RT)

30-Nov-11 12:24 | MrMalcontent

RT @NIedchat: #Niedchat tonight @8.30. 'NI schools are good at attaining exam results but poor at promoting
thinking.' Everyone welcome. (Please RT)

30-Nov-11 12:57 | dmchugh675

#NIedchat tonight @ 8.30. Essential reading - 'NI schools good but not that good' ? http://t.co/dt1iXUaK

30-Nov-11 15:50 | NIedchat

RT @NIedchat: #NIedchat tonight @ 8.30. Essential reading - 'NI schools good but not that good' ?
http://t.co/dt1iXUaK

30-Nov-11 15:51 | dmchugh675

#niedchat looks like ustream will be a goer tomorrow. Either that or possibly try through Elluminate?
#onanelluminateroll

30-Nov-11 16:52 | MrMalcontent

RT @NIedchat: #NIedchat tonight @ 8.30. Essential reading - 'NI schools good but not that good' ?
http://t.co/dt1iXUaK

30-Nov-11 17:09 | dmurray742

Join #NIedchat @ 8.30 tonight for the best twitter discussion on issues relating to education in N. Ireland.

30-Nov-11 19:07 | NIedchat

RT @NIedchat: Join #NIedchat @ 8.30 tonight for the best twitter discussion on issues relating to education in N.
Ireland.

30-Nov-11 19:07 | ict4mfl

Tonight in #NIedchat we will be discussing this article http://t.co/dt1iXUaK

30-Nov-11 19:11 | NIedchat

RT @NIedchat: Join #NIedchat @ 8.30 tonight for the best twitter discussion on issues relating to education in N.
Ireland.

30-Nov-11 19:11 | dmchugh675

RT @NIedchat: Tonight in #NIedchat we will be discussing this article http://t.co/dt1iXUaK

30-Nov-11 19:12 | dmchugh675

#Niedchat in one hour - "NI schools are good at attaining exam results but poor at promoting thinking." Discuss .

30-Nov-11 19:30 | NIedchat

@dmchugh675 Hi D, may be a bit late tonight but will join you all asap. Hope you get a good turn out for another
great topic #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 19:33 | medv2

Hi all. Changing twitter account. Please follow me @cmccoy605 #NIedchat

30-Nov-11 19:54 | cnicaodha

#Niedchat in 30mins. - "NI schools are good at attaining exam results but poor at promoting thinking." Discuss .

30-Nov-11 20:00 | NIedchat

#Niedchat in 15 mins. If you have an interest in education please join in.

30-Nov-11 20:17 | NIedchat

RT @NIedchat: #Niedchat in 15 mins. If you have an interest in education please join in.

30-Nov-11 20:17 | dmchugh675

Room for contentious debate tonight? I wonder? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:17 | MrMalcontent

@MrMalcontent Hmmm....I think there's no way around it! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:19 | dmchugh675



If your taking part in #Niedchat at 8.30 you may wish to read this brief article http://t.co/cN2XCwZP

30-Nov-11 20:24 | dmchugh675

*You're*....first gaff of the night! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:25 | dmchugh675

Getting the coolant out for the keyboard in preparation for tonight's #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:26 | MrMalcontent

If participating in #niedchat tonight - don't forget the hashtag - see you there in 5. Might also be of interest to
#ukedchat.

30-Nov-11 20:28 | MrMalcontent

Hi all, made it in good time after all :)#NIedchat

30-Nov-11 20:29 | medv2

Welcome to #Niedchat. Before we get started please say hello and remember the hashtag!

30-Nov-11 20:30 | dmchugh675

HI everyone. Looking forward to tonight's discussion. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:32 | dmurray742

Hi all! This is going to be fun! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:32 | MrMalcontent

Hi all. Looking forward to this weeks #Niedchat :)

30-Nov-11 20:33 | ict4mfl

Hello everyone, time to limber up the fingertips :) #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:33 | medv2

@amandasalt Beats *PLease sir, I need to go to the toilet* #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:34 | MrMalcontent

If there are any lurkers there why not say hello. We don't bite! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:34 | dmchugh675

HI everyone. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:34 | hezmar

@hezmar Hi - welcome along. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:35 | dmurray742

@hezmar Hi there, #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:35 | medv2

RT @dmchugh675: If there are any lurkers there why not say hello. We don't bite! #Niedchat < can't vouch for
you!

30-Nov-11 20:36 | MrMalcontent

@hezmar Hello :) #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:36 | ict4mfl

Hello everyone....sounds like a few of you have been eagerly awaiting this one! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:36 | dmchugh675

Open floor tonight...no starter questions...just shoot! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:36 | dmchugh675

"NI schools...good at exam results bad at thinking" What do you think? #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:37 | dmchugh675



Is it because of our *traditional* hangover - results, results, results... Need to change the definition of intelligence?
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:38 | MrMalcontent

#Niedchat is live. Everyone welcome!

30-Nov-11 20:40 | dmchugh675

A system that worships at the altar of academic selection is always going to be results-led, and not child centred?
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:40 | dmurray742

#niedchat hello all. Just here 4 a bit. Think that good results can often b a result of good thinking skills? Do they
go hand in hand?

30-Nov-11 20:41 | RobertShaw88

(low flying grenade) @MrMalcontent #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:41 | dmurray742

I think that the report was spot on in schools not encouraging thinking and innovation. *broad sweeping brush*
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:41 | MrMalcontent

“@MrMalcontent: Is it because of our *traditional* hangover - results, results, results…"> probably & that begins
in primary! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:42 | hezmar

@RobertShaw88 I suppose a good teacher will aim to develop thinking skills but there is a short-cut...rote
learning! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:43 | dmchugh675

@dmurray742 About time - but it does have a ring of truth. However, we have to practise and prepare or parents
walk! Been there! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:43 | MrMalcontent

@RobertShaw88 If the curriculum and questions r broad enough. Problem for selection testing is that it is just
exam training IMHO #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:44 | MrMalcontent

RT @RobertShaw88: @dmchugh675 true esp in languages I suppose, but I think rote learning can only go so
far... #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:44 | dmchugh675

Belated good evening! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:45 | not_out_97

@not_out_97 Evening A. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:45 | MrMalcontent

@MrMalcontent I don't envy your predicament. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:45 | dmurray742

Reminds me of the phrase, 'teach to the test'. Time is a factor & results seem 2 b the priority, so opps 4 creativity
decrease. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:45 | ict4mfl

@RobertShaw88 Rote learning got me through A'Level History if I'm honest. That's how it was done back then in
the dark ages! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:46 | dmchugh675

I come back to the idea of what modern intelligence is. It can't just be 'academia' as a marker - this place needs
more than that #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:46 | MrMalcontent

@not_out_97 you're very welcome! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:46 | dmchugh675

“@dmurray742: @MrMalcontent I don't envy your predicament. #niedchat” > Similar predicament for lots of us -
no solution in sight!

30-Nov-11 20:47 | hezmar

@dmurray742 an this is what happens - http://t.co/kzR73g92 #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:47 | MrMalcontent



@dmurray742 there's no selection in Finland and they are top of the OECD comparison tables. No formal exams
either! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:48 | dmchugh675

Really sad that when showing prospective P1 & nursery parents around school, they all ask about transfer
results! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:48 | hezmar

@MrMalcontent That's awful! When will our politicians/parents realise that selection = rejection = social
apartheid? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:48 | dmurray742

Do we have to have local examples of success without the emphasis on academic selection? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:49 | MrMalcontent

@hezmar Crazy! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:49 | dmurray742

@MrMalcontent What we think is best and what parents think is best doesn't always match up. Not the fault of
parents though. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:49 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 You're right. Parents are a victim of this system. Politicians need to affect change, but are there
votes in it? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:51 | dmurray742

@dmchugh675 Trouble is what parents know is what they grew up with - parents find it hard to comprehend a
system without selection #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:51 | not_out_97

@MrMalcontent reminds me of this video - Changing Paradigms (don't watch it yet!) http://t.co/7Z02IKIM
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:51 | dmchugh675

@dmurray742 I know but it's the current reality in many schools - hard to get some parents & staff to see beyond
test results. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:51 | hezmar

@not_out_97 it's bizarre that what you say is true, A, when we're such a small community. Look across the
water, Scotland - ROI #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:51 | dmurray742

@dmchugh675 HAve watched it many, many times - is my guiding light in the dark moments! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:52 | MrMalcontent

@dmurray742 Love that vid, and @SirKenRobinson #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:52 | dmurray742

@dmchugh675 Agreed - and that's possibly why those who have been successful without it need to speak up -
i.e. what is success? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:53 | MrMalcontent

"Why do we educate our children by the year of manufacture?" @SirKenRobinson #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:53 | dmurray742

"Why do we educate them only from the neck up?" @SirKenRobinson #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:53 | dmurray742

@dmurray742 Coming from Scotland, when I first came here I was the opposite - found it hard to comprehend a
system WITH selection! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:53 | not_out_97

demographics also dictate intake and ultimately even Grammar schs settle for bums on seats - but not all geared
up 4 differ'ation #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:53 | medv2

@not_out_97 It's my hobby horse at dinner parties - and I bore friends with it. It is wrong on every level.
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:54 | dmurray742

some of our best schs are non selective - thats where the real success is #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:54 | medv2



@MrMalcontent @dmurray742 I watched it ten minutes before this chat! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:54 | dmchugh675

but not all geared up 4 differ'ation #NIEdchat < Never a truer word spoken!

30-Nov-11 20:54 | MrMalcontent

@dmchugh675 Assuming you had seen it before? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:55 | MrMalcontent

#Niedchat I'm training in eng ATM but went 2 a grammar school in NI think they did promote thinking skills. We
were reli encouraged.

30-Nov-11 20:55 | RobertShaw88

@hezmar Very true! Really takes away from those kids who are superb in othr fields AS WELL AS my kids being
exceptionally academic #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:56 | MrMalcontent

@MrMalcontent many times! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:56 | dmchugh675

@amandasalt I can see you, but others who don't follow you may not be able to #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:57 | dmurray742

To be fair, it's great that thinking skills now explicitly part of curriculum but not convinced c'room practice has
altered. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:57 | hezmar

RT @dmurray742: @amandasalt I can see you, but others who don't follow you may not be able to #niedchat <
agree

30-Nov-11 20:57 | MrMalcontent

@medv2 @amandasalt streamed classes...another can of worms! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:57 | dmchugh675

@hezmar the sound of hitting the nail on the head! #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:57 | medv2

@dmchugh675 I'm a bit more flexible on streamed classes, can see the benefits. #contradiction? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:58 | dmurray742

WE have a great approach throughout the school and it's brilliant to see the children implementing it in daily work
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:58 | MrMalcontent

RT @medv2: @hezmar the sound of hitting the nail on the head! #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 20:58 | dmurray742

RT @dmurray742: @dmchugh675 I'm a bit more flexible on streamed classes, can see the benefits.
#contradiction? #niedchat < No - natural

30-Nov-11 20:58 | MrMalcontent

No it's fine, tweets temp unprotected (eek!) #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:59 | amandasalt

It's what happens on a daily basis in a good, differentiated primary classroom #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:59 | MrMalcontent

@medv2 Thanks - I live in hope that further change will come! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:59 | hezmar

@hezmar Is there an argument that as long as schools are judged on results by DE then skills can take a hike?
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 20:59 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 @amandasalt - PS's teach without streaming........ no choice! #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:00 | medv2



The thing is, initially a lot of older pupils seem to prefer rote learning, not having to think, rather than active
learning #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:00 | amandasalt

ETI also have a part to play in all of this - their statistic comparisions are v unfair on honest schools
#inflatedAUresults #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:01 | MrMalcontent

@dmchugh675 Think that's the view of many staff/leaders though others are little more forward thinking!
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:01 | hezmar

I am realy pushing active learning with pupils and some love it, it is freaking others out but am persevering
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:01 | amandasalt

@dmurray742 I disagree with streaming for most subjects. I think that most of the time kids can and should learn
together. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:01 | dmchugh675

What kills me is sying schls r blow NI avg. IT'S AN AVERAGE! OF COURSE THERE ARE SCHOOLS BELOW
IT! READ THE DEFINITION (rant over) #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:02 | MrMalcontent

even within schools, depts that give all handouts for rote learning can prove v popular, where pupils 'know' all
answers #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:02 | amandasalt

“@MrMalcontent: ETI also have a part to play in all of this-their statistic comparisions are v unfair on honest
schools #niedchat” > Agree!

30-Nov-11 21:03 | hezmar

@dmchugh675 I agree. Only subj in our school where it persists is Maths at KS4. Apparently there are good
reasons. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:03 | dmurray742

@amandasalt I have also observed this, but from a language perspective, it worries me that some don't fully
understand the content #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:03 | ict4mfl

@dmchugh675 hmm, am on the fence a little re streaming, not sure what best #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:03 | amandasalt

There has to be rote learning, of course there has to be, but not a curriculum dominated by it! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:03 | MrMalcontent

@dmurray742 I think most studies show that streaming in Maths is a good idea. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:04 | dmchugh675

@amandasalt agreed! some high ach'ing schs do everything but sit the exams for their kids - cracks me
up............ #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:04 | medv2

@ict4mfl @RobertShaw88 Pupils obsessed with which A levels give easiest sure-fire results, often won't take
chance on lang #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:04 | amandasalt

@MrMalcontent lol! with you #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:04 | amandasalt

Is it not better to nuture a love of lifelong learning in students? teach them how to learn?? #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:04 | medv2

@dmchugh675 problem with not streaming is *sometimes* pace of learning is determined by the weakest ability.
Can be frustrating #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:05 | dmurray742

RT @amandasalt: I am realy pushing active learning with pupils and some love it, it is freaking others out but am
persevering #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:05 | Totallywired77

I feel that streaming gives children a chance to be stretched - whatever their area of strength - maths/ict/drama -
whatever #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:05 | MrMalcontent



@amandasalt sounds like my quest Amanda - let's keep up the fight! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:06 | Totallywired77

It's hard to rote learn languages and be able to communicate well beyond the limits. Now trying to teach
structures #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:06 | amandasalt

#niedchat Check out @Totallywired77 for AMAZING stuff re learning and higher order thinking

30-Nov-11 21:06 | amandasalt

@MrMalcontent there has to be rote learning because an exam demands it. What use is it outside of exams?
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:07 | dmchugh675

@Totallywired77 tweet your website please with the #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:07 | amandasalt

RT @amandasalt: #niedchat Check out @Totallywired77 for AMAZING stuff re learning and higher order thinking

30-Nov-11 21:07 | ict4mfl

RT @medv2: Is it not better to nuture a love of lifelong learning in students? teach them how to learn??
#NIEdchat < defintitely

30-Nov-11 21:07 | MrMalcontent

@dmchugh675 it is good to rote learn verbs, endings etc for languages, but also need structures to feel able to
manipulate lang #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:08 | amandasalt

@amandasalt #niedchat yea tot agree. Think kids actually prefer langs when they actually get it as apposed to
learning it off.

30-Nov-11 21:08 | RobertShaw88

@medv2 YES. Sometimes the things that go on in schools kill natural inquisitiveness . So sad. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:08 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 Ingrains useful facts in the brain? E.g. in PS we really push the knowledge of tables - underpins
ALL numeracy #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:08 | MrMalcontent

Reading "21st Century Boys" at mo,really interesting, ties in well with this #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:09 | amandasalt

so are we saying that there is a place and need for both? #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:09 | medv2

@dmurray742 Only if you don't differentiate (I hate the D word too!) #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:09 | dmchugh675

@amandasalt "@Totallywired77 tweet your website please with the #niedchat” http://t.co/Gh85HGB7
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:10 | Totallywired77

@dmchugh675 Too many of the most creative people agree with this @sirkenrobinson included #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:10 | MrMalcontent

Sue Palmer talks about the balance needed, and the impact on boys in particular of gaming and computers, etc
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:10 | amandasalt

@dmchugh675 But surely differentiation is just another word for streaming. Can't believe I'm flag waving for
streaming tonight. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:10 | dmurray742

@MrMalcontent I think it labels kids and cuts off another avenue of learning...from their peers! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:10 | dmchugh675

“@medv2 are we saying that there is a place and need for both? #NIEdchat”< Yes but currently need to focus on
thinking to redress balance!

30-Nov-11 21:11 | hezmar



@amandasalt Who's Sue Palmer? #curious #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:11 | dmurray742

@amandasalt Sounds interesting - something I'll be addressing in Stran tomorrow to students #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:11 | MrMalcontent

@dmchugh675 Differentiation? Can see this in Post P setting but different in PS when you can give a lot of
attention #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:12 | MrMalcontent

@dmurray742 She is author of "21st Century Boys", realy really interesting read #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:12 | amandasalt

Palace just scored a 35yd screamer! :( #niedchat #tangent

30-Nov-11 21:13 | MrMalcontent

@amandasalt Thanks! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:13 | dmurray742

@amandasalt On amazonn / kindle? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:13 | MrMalcontent

@MrMalcontent On Amazon I would imagine. Bought it for my own boys, so relevant to my teaching too
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:14 | amandasalt

#niedchat Check out @Totallywired77's taitcoles.wordpress.com

30-Nov-11 21:14 | amandasalt

and @charte's Leaner Revolution http://t.co/vHJAnnTR #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:14 | amandasalt

@dmurray742 Don't want to labour the point but the Finnish model teaches all -ability groups and it is successful.
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:15 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 But the hidden bit is the v small class sizes! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:16 | MrMalcontent

Any other schools focusing on Independent Learning? In school mix of those really keen to push and others
ticking PRSD boxes #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:16 | amandasalt

@MrMalcontent I think the primary model should be extended into KS3 btw :) #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:16 | dmchugh675

@amandasalt Just downloaded... #lovemykindle #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:17 | MrMalcontent

How are people promoting innovation and active learning then? should we discuss specifics? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:17 | amandasalt

RT @dmchugh675: @MrMalcontent I think the primary model should be extended into KS3 btw :) #Niedchat
AGREE!

30-Nov-11 21:17 | dmurray742

@dmurray742 Isn't differentiation the opposite of streaming? Most high performing systems teach teachers to do
mixed ability well. #NIedchat

30-Nov-11 21:17 | emernowlan

@MrMalcontent have you read The Lazy Teacher's Handbook? Think @simcloughlin first mentioned it to me,
really good #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:17 | amandasalt

@dmchugh675 Don't get me started on that one! #somanyideassolittletimeandinterestfromothers #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:17 | MrMalcontent



@simcloughlin get on #niedchat, boyo

30-Nov-11 21:18 | amandasalt

Is the departmentalisation of post-prim learning an issue? - restricts opps for primary style cross thematic
learning? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:18 | not_out_97

RT @dmurray742: RT @dmchugh675: @MrMalcontent I think the primary model should be extended into KS3
btw :) #Niedchat AGREE! > +1

30-Nov-11 21:18 | emernowlan

“@MrMalcontent: @amandasalt Just downloaded... #lovemykindle #niedchat” < Just ordered - £3.99 bargain
#nokindleyet

30-Nov-11 21:18 | hezmar

@not_out_97 Yes, big time! Silo-mentality reigns! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | dmurray742

@not_out_97 I think so. Should be teaching students, not subjects at secondary too. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | emernowlan

@not_out_97 YES! But that is being driven by the needs of the exam system. KS3 = mini KS4 #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | dmchugh675

@emernowlan You're absolutely right. I've just seen streaming work effectively in my exp. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | dmurray742

@hezmar £4 - 1p extra for the convenience! #niedchat Just got one for my girl for Christmas! You should invest
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | MrMalcontent

“@amandasalt: @MrMalcontent have you read The Lazy Teacher's Handbook? #niedchat” < Can recommend!

30-Nov-11 21:19 | hezmar

@emernowlan you are very welcome by the way :) #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:19 | dmchugh675

RT @dmchugh675: @not_out_97 YES! But that is being driven by the needs of the exam system. KS3 = mini
KS4 #Niedchat < agreed, change how?

30-Nov-11 21:20 | medv2

RT @amandasalt: @not_out_97 we are trying. Spanish dept this year pushing Spanish in real world, eg fiestas,
Olympic values, etc #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:20 | amandasalt

£11.99 on Kindle http://t.co/7ufLoKzN #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:21 | dmurray742

#niedchat Hi Folks what have I missed just in from Playgroup meeting.

30-Nov-11 21:21 | AnGaeilgeoir1

Would the introduction of the baccalaureate change the narrow curriculum? #justasking but outside my comfort
zone! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:21 | MrMalcontent

@medv2 Primary type approach in KS3...less teachers per class, mixed ability, concentrate on skills #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:21 | dmchugh675

Our Independent Learning group talked about routines, symbols, structures in place to promote IL, connecting the
learning #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:22 | amandasalt

10 minute warning! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:22 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 Where are we, leading up to conclusion? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:22 | amandasalt



@amandasalt No questions tonight...free for all! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:23 | dmchugh675

Able to have a much bigger focus on independent learning in P7 once the AQE/GL process out of the way!
#rollonMonday! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:24 | hezmar

We also talked about the skills and types of learners- reflective, self-managers, creative thinkers, leading to indep
enquirers #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:24 | amandasalt

Think tonight was good opp for us all to get a mindset about how we want to shape the future in our schools
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:24 | MrMalcontent

Started using Elluminate today for first time, in prep for a wee project text week. It's on LNI. V impressed!
#whoknew #niedchat #random

30-Nov-11 21:24 | dmurray742

Interesting article. Growing up in 1980s Dublin, we always thought NI students were high academic achievers.
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:25 | emernowlan

@amandasalt Do you also bring in other subject areas (maths/history etc) or is that too complex re exams as per
@dmchugh675 ? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:25 | not_out_97

@dmurray742 Excellent! a lotta buzz in schools with it at the mo #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:25 | medv2

@not_out_97 going to bring in Art for Day of the Dead, and would like to bring in RS too, as massive amount of
religion in fiestas #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:25 | amandasalt

Shift now away from content-based academics to lifelong learning skills. Hard to do both. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:25 | emernowlan

@dmurray742 +1 LOL - my kids loved it! They have to die before they can miss my lessons now! #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:26 | MrMalcontent

@medv2 So many potential possibilities with it. It's gonna my new favourite thing for a while #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:26 | dmurray742

#niedchat Our students are asked to learn too many subjects. Focus on Language learning is paltry 75mins per
week. 6 Hours in Finland

30-Nov-11 21:26 | AnGaeilgeoir1

RT @MrMalcontent: @dmurray742 +1 LOL - my kids loved it! They have to die before they can miss my lessons
now! #niedchat EXTREME BUT LUV IT!

30-Nov-11 21:26 | dmurray742

need SMT to buy into it really, we are very fortunate that ours are #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:26 | amandasalt

@dmurray742 Kids were asking if they can be marked in if they participate via Elluminate!!! #legalissues LOL
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:26 | MrMalcontent

@dmurray742 @MrMalcontent what is Elluminate? #missedtheboat #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:27 | amandasalt

Time nearly up. Do we agree that the NI education system is not equipping children with the skills they need?
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:27 | dmchugh675

@amandasalt Actually called Blackboard Collaborate now. V good Video Conferencing/Collaboration tool. It's on
LNI. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:27 | dmurray742

@dmchugh675 Yes from me. #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:28 | dmurray742



@MrMalcontent v good point, other parts of the world teach only via virtual classroom - Florida 65,000 pupils
taught in this way! #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:28 | medv2

@dmchugh675 I think the Revised Curriculum was a big step in the right direction, depending on buy-in by
schools and teachers #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:28 | amandasalt

@dmchugh675 I think so BUT we are caught in a system that won't accept varied intelligence #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:29 | MrMalcontent

@medv2 delivering content...how is there thinking developed ? (ignore that...too late!) #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:29 | dmchugh675

@dmchugh675 there are pockets of excellent practice - down to the individual teachers as always #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:29 | medv2

@dmchugh675 #niedchat Yes from me also!

30-Nov-11 21:29 | AnGaeilgeoir1

@dmchugh675 way more than a content delivery #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:29 | medv2

Elluminate? - Over to you Donna and Alaistair! LOL #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | MrMalcontent

@amandasalt Sounds great - motivating for the students - and bringing together pupils with different strengths
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | not_out_97

I think all systems are realising they need to shift towards more learner-centred, skills-based approaches.
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | emernowlan

@medv2 I was teasing! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | dmchugh675

RT @emernowlan: I think all systems are realising they need to shift towards more learner-centred, skills-based
approaches. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | dmurray742

RT @emernowlan: I think all systems are realising they need to shift towards more learner-centred, skills-based
approaches. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | ict4mfl

Check out @RachelHawkes60 's website rachelhawkes.com for loads of ideas that develop skill not just for langs
s #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | amandasalt

Ok, time up. Thanks everybody! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:30 | dmchugh675

Would the introduction of the baccalaureate change the narrow curriculum? #justasking but outside my comfort
zone! #niedchat *BUMP*

30-Nov-11 21:31 | MrMalcontent

Another good discussion Damian, well done @dmchugh675 #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:31 | dmurray742

Thanks again, Damien. Will keep you up to date re. tomorrow #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:31 | MrMalcontent

RT @dmurray742: Another good discussion Damian, well done @dmchugh675 #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:32 | ict4mfl

Great ideas as usual...quality debate. It's obvious that we have a lot of deep and progressive thinkers in our
group. #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:32 | dmchugh675



@dmchugh675 Thanks for hosting! #Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:32 | hezmar

Ta Damien - the NIEd system put to rights yet again :) #NIEdchat

30-Nov-11 21:32 | medv2

If anyone interested - tomorrow via Ustream - will be speaking to Stran students about innovation. can send you
link if interested #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:32 | MrMalcontent

Before you go...anybody want to suggest when we should take out Christmas hols? People are getting busy.
#Niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:33 | dmchugh675

@MrMalcontent Definitely. What time? #niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:33 | dmurray742

Thanks to @dmchugh675 and all - enjoyed my first #NIedchat - even if I only caught the end of it!

30-Nov-11 21:33 | emernowlan

“@MrMalcontent: tomorrow via Ustream-will be speaking to Stran students about innovation. can send you link if
interested #niedchat”< Please

30-Nov-11 21:34 | hezmar

Folks - can I bring up the podcast roundtable idea again? More info and sign up at http://t.co/KSUQednP
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:34 | dmurray742

Will be from 3-00 - 4-30 but will open the stream (hopefully) from 2-45 (testing time). I'll try to send out reminders
#niedchat

30-Nov-11 21:37 | MrMalcontent

BTW if you are interested in taking part in an #NIedchat podcast sign up here http://t.co/3QSGcSCA

30-Nov-11 21:40 | dmchugh675

Now officially scared off #niedchat! Too many ideas - too late at night! Brilliant, though!

30-Nov-11 22:15 | MrMalcontent


